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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
THE CORNER STONE. 

On Friday, July 28th, the Corner 
Stone of the First Universalist Church 
in Roxbury, was laid in Masonic form, 
fsee Number 3, of the Christian Mes- 
senger.] The following Addresses by 
R. W. Br. Joun Howe were delivered 
on the occasian. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


Gentlemen, of the First Universalist 
Society in Roxbury. 


Under sanction of the M. W. Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts, and in compliance with the 
request of your respectable committee, 
we have met to engage in services of deep 
and sclemn import, the result of which 


| must be toyou unusually pleasing, inter- 


esting and affecting. While our assist- 
ance 1s cheerfully tendered you in lay- 
ing the foundation of a Temple in which 
you may worship the Great Jehovah 
con- 
science, we cordially offer our sincere 
congratulations on the prospects be- 
fore you, the unanimity which exists 


, among you and your brethren, th: 

| order and regularity which have cha- 
) racterized your proceedings, and the 
' zeal with which you have commenced 


and continued this great and * glorious 
undertaking.”” You are, we trust, em- 


} ployed in a laudable, a good work ; 


persevere until it is accomplished, Un- 
toyou the command and encourage- 
ment appear to be given as to the an- 


| cient people of God, by the mouth of 
| the prophet Haggai, “Go up to the 


mountain and bring wood and _ build 


= the house ; and I will take pleasure in 


it, and I will be glorified saith the 


| Lord—And in this place will I give 


peace saith the Lord of Hosts.” May 
the same successful result be recorded 
of your labours as was recorded res- 
pecting the Jews, that “ they prospered 
through the prophecying of Haygai 
the prophet ; and they builded and finish- 








ed it according to the commandment 
of the God of Israel.” 

In the part of duty which, as Ma- 
sons, we are called upon this day to 
perform, you will perceive that our In- 
stitution is confined to no particular sec- 
tarian principle on earth. We exhibit to 
yourselves and to the world that it is 
no respecter of persons—that it recog- 
nizes both Jew and Gentile—that it 
embraces equally those who say they 
are of Paul with those who confess 
themselves to be of Apollos or of Ce- 
phas,—trusting that in every nation 
‘*they who fear God and work righte- 
ousness shall be accepted of him,--and 
believing, in the Charity of the Gospel, 
that all will aventually be one in Christ, 
the great Corner Stone and the Head 
ofevery Church. It speaks unequivo- 
cally this language—* Ye have one Fa- 
ther, one God hath created you”—you 
are candidates of the same hopes, pen- 
sioners of the same benefactor, aspiring 
to the same objects, and are sailing to- 
gether down the stream of time to the 
same undiscovered country. Inftuen- 
ced by the genius and spirit of our In- 
stitution we readily accord with your 
wishes ; and with equal sincerity as we 
laid the foundation of yonder edifice,* 








* first Baptist Church a few rods dis- 
fant. 

[Here followed the ceremony of lay- 
ing the Corner Stone, under which was 
deposited a silver plate, with the fol- 
lowing inscription. ] 

INSCRIPTION. 

The Corner Stone of this Edifice, 
designed for the service of ALMIGHTY 
Gop, and dedicated to him thro’ 
his Son Jesus, was LaIbD 
by the First Universalist Society in 
Roxbury, (William Hannaford, Ed- 
ward Turner and Lewis Morse, 
Committee. ) 
assisted by the Brethren of Wash 
ington Lodge (R. W. Joun Howe 
Master, JuLy 28,) 

1. e, the year of CurisT 1820, 





and with the same fervor we invoked 
the blessing of heaven upon it—we bid 
God speed to this. Taught by the 
principles of our order at all times to 
acknowledge our dependence on God, 
but that we should especially seek his 
favor and commit ourselves to his guar- 
dian care, when commencing any im- 
portant work,—let us devoutly implore 
his blessing on the transactions of this 
day and on your present undertaking, 
by uniting in fervent prayer to the 
throne ofgrace. ‘ For unless the Lord 
build the house they labour in vain who 
build it.” 

[his ceremony was followed by 
pouring Corn, Wine and Oil upon the 
Stone, and the services continued with 
the following Addresses. ] 

May the Author of all Good, from 
whom proceeds every rich and perfect 
gift and whatever supports, refines and 
embellishes life, bless the inhabitants of 
this place with all the necessaries, con- 
veniences and comforts which their res- 
pective situations may require ; and be- 
stow upon all, in rich profusion, the 
Corn of nourishment, the Wine of re- 
freshment and the Oil of joy.—May 
those spiritual blessings of which these 
elements are the imperfect emblems 
ever be experienced by those who shall 
assemble here to glorify God, honour 
the Saviour and perfect their prepara- 
tion for the blissful enjoyment of Hea- 
ven, Here may every feeble hope be 
animated and strengthened—the wa- 
vering and the weak be encouraged and 
supported, and the oil of consolation be 
poured into the wounded, the distress- 
ed, the guilty mind. Here may the 
sanctifying influences of the Holy Spir- 
it be felt—Here may the best principles 
be inculcated, the most correct opinions 
and habits formed and established. 
Here may the loving kindness and the 
tender mercy of our Heavenly Father 
be explained, the triumphs of the Cross 
be told, and thousands invited and per- 
suaded to ealist under its banners. In 
the building which is to stand on this 





and of Light 5820. 


foundation may a succession of eminent, 
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pious pastors be placed, who will lead 
their flock beside the still waters, and 
encourage their followers in the Chris- 
tian course. Here may the bread of 
life long be broken, and millions of souls 
receive peace and pardon while sur- 
rounding the altar of their God. Here 
may the terrors of Sinai yield to the 
whispers of Zion—here may every 
doubt be dispelled, every fear be ban- 
ished, every difficulty be removed, ev- 
ery anxious thought be suppressed, ev- 
ery hope be realized, and every heart 
glow with gratitude and praise at the 
recital of the Saviour’s victories, and 
the boundless extent of a Redeemer’s 
love. On the walls of this spiritual 
Jerusalem, may many a faithful watch- 
man lift up his voice, undauntedly de- 
clare the whole council of God, expose 
to the people their error and their dan- 
ger, and recal the wandering back to 
repentance, to rectitude and to hope. 
hen the countless myriads of the uni- 
verse shall be assembled at the impar- 
tial tribunal of heaven, may the purity 
of many bear testimony to the truth here 
delivered, and of numerous sons and 
daughters of Adam, may it be said that 
in this place they become the subjects 
of grace and were made the heirs of 
glory. And when the unspairing hand 
of time shall have added this edifice to 
his numberless trophies, may new struc- 
tures be built with the same pious in- 
tentions, laudable zeal and christian 
union which characterize the founders 
of his Temple, and may the glory of 
each succeeding house be greater than 
the glory of the former, until time shall 
sink in the ocean of eternity ! To Thee 
we consecrate this spot, to Thee do we 
hallow these wails. Afford thy con- 
stant presence, to those who way labour 
in erecting this thy house, protect it 
and them from every casualty, and 
grant that all their work, may be “ be- 
gun, continued and ended in Thee.” 
Clothe thy priests, who may here dis- 
pense the word of life, with thy salva- 
tion, that thy saints may rejoice, and 
the Church be established in the purity, 
faith and love of the gospel. Into thy 
hands we commit the undertaking 
R. W. Brother Marsu. 

It constitutes no small part of the 
pleasure I experience on this occasion, 
that it becomes my duty to present these 
working tools to you. With great 
satisfaction I deliver into your hands 
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these implements of your profession as 
well as symbols of Freemasonry. Be 
diligent and faithful in the application 
and use of them.—They form a per- 
fect standard by which you are to test 
the correctness of your work, Dis- 
countenance all confusion and conten- 
tion among the workmen, remembering 
that order is the parent of harmony, and 
harmony the strength and cement of 
society. 

To animate you to the faithful dis- 
charge of your duty keep in view the 
noble purpose for which this house is 
to be erected. ‘That you are to be en- 
rolled with its patrons and founders. 
That the undertaking has been for ma- 
ny years your constant, favourite, fer- 
vent wish, and its prosperity your most 
earnest desire. Here those doctrines 
will be taught and those principles in- 
culcated, on which your faith, your 
hope and your expectations rest. Here 
you do not expect the * violated law 
will deal out its thunders,’ but here 
you do expect that through the ambas- 
sadors of Heaven, “the Gospel will 
whisper peace, in strains as sweet as 
angels use.” Our best wishes are for 
a succesful and honourable termination 
to your labours, that you may acquit 
yourselves faithfully to your employ- 
ers, your conscience and your God— 
obtain the character of a workman that 
needeth uot to be ashamed, and at last 
ceive the reward of a good servant 
from the Grand Master Builder of the 
Universe. 

My Frienps, 

The occasion on which we have as- 
sembled, like a former one, affords suf- 
ficient cause for gratitude and joy. 
These different establishments do not 
proceed from ill-will, distracting jeal- 
ousies or opposing interests; they do 
not rise from trifling prejudices nor 
create contention and collisions with 
others, but have resulted from the libe- 
ral, tolerating policy of the age. They 
surely are not indications of any moral 
declension——but they shew the features 
of the manners, morals and religious 
sentiments which characterize strongly 
the present period of history. Itis our 
happinesss to live in a country where 
the rights of conscience are sacred, and 
under a government where every man’s 
opinion in matters of religion is left 
free as the air which wafts the prayers 
of its votaries to the ear of Heaven, 





Conscientious motives have led a num. 
ber of brethren to form new christian 
societies in this section of the town, 
These have been effected without the 
least complaint, discord or alienation, 
Harmony still prevails, and good or. 
der and good fellowship are preserved 
among them all. We behold the pa. 
rent society separated but not divided 
—dismembered but not wounded—the 
ties of union extended yet not broken, 
May the God of peace, grant that the 
chain of friendship may become bright. 
ened and strengthened as ages roll 
away, that mutual regard and confidence 
may continue and increase among the 
different Churches, and be transmitted 
unimpaired through succeeding gene. 
rations ; and when their members shall 
have ceased to worship him in these 
earthly temples, may they all be prepa. 
red for and. permitted to engage in a 
nobler employment, a more sublime 
worship, a purer, more refined and ex- 
alted devotion around his throne in 
Heaven. So mote it be. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


Thoughts resfiecting Christian Churches. 


Christian Churches were planted by 
the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
composed of those persons who gladly 
received the apostles testimony and 
obeyed the commandments of their 
common Lord. 


For a period of between seventeen 
and eighteen hundred years, there have 
been churches professing christianity ; 
but when we compare many churches 
which at this time make that profes- 
sion, with those planted by the apostles, 
there will appear some considerable 
differences between them. 


In the apostolic age, it was not pro- 
bable that many would profess christi- 
anity, except those who understood and 
believed it ; and who, from a firm per- 
suasion of its divine excellence and im- 
portance, were so strongly attached to 
the glad tidings of salvation by the re- 
mission of their sins, through the ten- 
der mercy of God manifested by his 
Son, Jesus Christ ; that for his sake, 
who had loved them, and given him- 
self for them, they were willing to run 
the risk of defamation, persecution, and 
death itself; actuated by the joyful 
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and well grounded hope of a blessed 
Immortality. 

At this time, it is both fashionable 
and safe in many countries to profess 
christianity, and not a few of these pro- 
fessors would be greatly affronted by 
having their christianity called in ques- 
tion, although if we were to judge of the 
tree by its fruits, we should be some- 
what at a loss in many instances, to dis- 
cover much evidence of éither chris- 
tian understanding of christian obedi- 
ence, 

The apostles were the only messen- 
gers who were allowed of God to be 
put in trust with the gospel, so they 
spake, not as pleasing men, but God, 
who trieth the hearts ; by the gracious 
providence of God, the gospel was com- 
mitted to writing for the benefit of man- 
kind in every succeeding age ; and by 
the same kind providence it 1s preserv- 
ed to our day, and translated into the 
languages of many nations, in a degree 
of purity for which we never can be 
sufficiently thankful. From this record 
we learn that the apostles were com- 
manded to preach the gospel—repen- 
tance and remission of sins in the name 
of Jesus Christ in all nations ; which 
process is still going on by their record, 
whereby they, being dead, yet speak. 
They were also commanded to baptize 
those who should gladly receive their 
testimony ; and when the converts 
were baptized, they were there receiv- 
ed into fellowship with the churches. 
In the New Testament we have no ac- 
count of any persons reccived as mem- 
bers of any church upon any other 
ground ; consequently we have no au- 
thority for concluding that any person 
Was ever received into any church with- 
out being baptized, nor that any were 
ever baptized without some evidence 
of repentance toward God, and faith to- 
ward our Lord Jesus Christ. Does it 
not thence follow that putting a little 
water on the face of an infant, incapa- 
ble of faith and repentance, and calling 
it baptism, is one of the foolish inven- 
tions of men, by which the command- 
ment of Fesus Christ issuperceded and 
set at nought and the divinely authori- 
zed practice of the apostles and their 
associates contemned by a practice as 
preposterous as can well be imagined? 
What Scriptural or rational argument 
can be produced for such a protane sub- 
stitution of human wisdom instead of 
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[that which is divine? It has been 
brought from the church of Rome, a 
source not generally deemed very re- 
putable among Protestants; yet that, 
and many other things, not authorized 
by the New Testament, are held by ma- 
ny Protestants, which cannot be traced 
to any better source. 


There has indeed been abundance of 
arguments used, many books written in 
support of the Substitutions referred 
to, by which millions have been misled ; 
but let their arguments be tried by the 
New Testament, and they will be found, 
not only destitute of any foundation in 
the Christian Law; but leading to a 
practice diametrically opposite to both 
the letter and spirit of Christianity. No 
imputations are intended against the 
piety or sincerity of the writers ; for 
men may be very pious and sincere, and 
yet very much mistaken in some things ; 
and if mistaken men, however sincere, 
lead the blind, who look up to them as 
guides, the event is not doubtful. These 
arguments are intended seriously to 
vindicate before men, the practice of 
churches in what appears to be Substi- 
tuting the traditions of men, in place 
of the appointment of Jesus Christ : but 
God hath appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness 
by that man whom he hath ordained, 
when every man will be judged accord- 
ing to his deeds. Are these géntle- 
men sure that the question of the Lord 
by the prophet, who hath required this 
at your hands? will not be asked of 
thein ? and if it should, what answer can 
they make? The New Testament is 
open, and whatever men may set up in 
opposition to that Record cannot be of 
God. 

On this subject, therefore there ap- 
pears to be a very great difference be- 
tween the practice of the churches in 
the apostolic age, and that of many 
churches in ourday. Inthese church- 
es, no doubt, there are many very pi- 
ous Christians, who are led into un- 
christian practices by their zealous 
teachers, who are themselves mistaken. 
’The judge of all the earth will deal in 
mercy with men whose intentions were 
good, though their practice arose from 
mistaken views. 

Some farther differences may be no- 
ticed on some future occasion. 
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Philadelphia, Saturday, Sefitember 2, 1820. 





NECESSITY. 


In answer to the observations on that 
subject, continued in the last number of 
the Christian Messenger. 


The controversy on the question of 
Liberty or Necessity in the actions of 
man, has existed from the earliest ages 
of Philosophy, and the most distinguish- 
ed abilities have been exerted on either 
side. 

Leaving out the antient writers we 
may enumerate on the one hand the 
names of Locke, of Clarke,of Reid, and 
of Price, and on the other those of Lieb- 
nitz, Hobbes, Collins, Hume, and the 
celebrated Dr. Priestly; when such 
men, therefore, have failed in settling 
the interesting question, it would be 
presumption in either “A.” or the 
writer of this article to suppose them- 
selves competent to the task ; one how- 
ever, of the great reasons if not the 
principal one, why more light has not 
been elicited on the subject in the 
course of the long continued controver- 
sy has in my humble opinion, been a 
neglect in both parties to make use of 
the same terms always to express ‘the 
same definite ideas. By thus varying 
the meaning of their terms as they feel 
themselves pressed by the arguments 
of their adversaries ; by resorting to dif- 
ferent principles of reasoning whenever 
they find their present ground untena- 
ble, the controversy has been prolonged 
and the contention may now almost be 
sai! to be no longer for the cause of 
truth, but for mere superiority. 

These latter observations will apply 
in a very particular manner to “ A.” 
who in the last number of the Messen- 
ger has attempted to defend the doc- 
trine of Necessity, and who very bold- 
ly charges “ C” with not understand- 
ing the subject on which he writes--- 
whether “ C” understands the subject 
according to the ideas entertained of it 
by “A” is of no importance—it is, 
whether he understands the subject ac- 
cording to the meaning of those Philoso- 
phers who have written professedly on 
it, anct whose works are received as au- 
thority. If “C” has misundersteod 





\the doctrine, he does not stand alone, 
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for all who have written in answer to 


the advocates of necessity, whose works 


have been consulted by him, have fall- 
en into the same error, if it be an error, 
with himself. 

But, if we examine the article of “ A” 
we will not find him defending the doc- 
trine against which “ C” has written, 
but, one which has probably had its 
origin entirely with himself. 


Necessarians, at least such as have 
most clearly expressed their meaning, 
do not as is asserted by “ A” mean no- 
thing more by the term necessity, than 
** that man is necessarily a free agent,” 
and has it not “ iu his power so long as 
he exists and has his reason to be any 
thing else than a free moral agent.” 
By the term they undoubtedly all of 
them mean to express that full and fix- 
ed connexion between cause and effect 
in the volitions and actions of men, so 
that they actually cannot in any one in- 
stance, act otherwise than they do, orin 
the concise words of the writer on the 
fifteenth page of the last number of the 
Messenger, the actions of mankind “are 
necessary because they are connected 
with causes which are not perceived 
by us, or if perceived are causes over 
which we nave no control, and may be 
traced, through a concatenating chain 
of causes and effects, up to the great 
first or immutable cause of all things ;” 
and, it is this doctrine, as expressed by 
the term necessity, to which we object. 

The incorrectness of the idea of cause 
and effect, adopted by the majority of 
necessarian Philosophers, and which 
was first proposed by Mr. Hume, viz. 
that our idea of cause and effect is foun- 
ded merely on the constancy with which 
ohe event follows another, that which 
precedes being denominated cause, that 
which follows, effect, is very reailily 
exposed—for, if this be true, day must 
be the cause of night, or night of day, 
summer of winter, or winter of sum- 
mer, as they invariably in our climate 
follow each other. But, an event to be 
denominated a cause, observes Dr. 
Reid, must not only precede another 
event, but act in producing it, and this 
is the universal sense of mankind. 
“* Itaque non sic causa intelligi debet, ut 
quod cuique antecedat, id et causa sit, 
Sed quod cuique efficienter antecedit.” 
Cicero. 


The advocates of the doctrine of ne- 
cessity build their cause upon the influ- 
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ence of motives as causes of determin- 
ing actions, “ every deliberate action, 
say they, must have a motive, this mo- 
tive determines the action and deter- 
mines it necessarily” now, though mo- 
tives have influence, they can never be 
considered as efficient causes, they nei- 
ther act nor are acted upon. ‘ They 
are not, indeed things which exist, but 
things which are conceived ;’’ a motive, 
is what the schoolmen call an ens ratio- 
nis. Motives suppose liberty in the 
agent, or they have no influence at all. 
Rational beings in proportion to their 
wisdom and goodness act according to 
the best of motives. The most perfect 
being acts according to the best mo- 
tives always, but, to argue that he does 
not act freely because he always does 
what is best, is to argue that the proper 
use of liberty destroys liberty. 

It is asserted by Mr. Hume and re- 
iterated by Dr. Priestly and his adhe- 
rents that liberty of action is impossible 
because it implies an effect without a 
cause.” A free action, however, is not 
an effect without a cause, since it is 
caused by a being who had power and 
will to produce it. 

But, it may be asked was there not 
something preceeding this exertion of 
power and will in the constitution of 
this being that necessarily determined 
this exertion ? we reply no—and here 
we beg leave to remind the reader, of 
what has been before hinted on the in- 
correctness of the idea maintained by 
necessarians, that the precedence in 
time, of one event to another, is sufh- 
cient to entitle it to be denominated a 
cause, and those who are desirous of 
making themselves acquainted with the 
chain of reasoning by which this con- 
clusion is proved, are referred to “ Dr. 
Reid’s essays on the active powers of 
man,” Essay iv. chap. 2—4 and 10, 

C. 


To be continued. 


MAGNANIMITY. 


You must learn to blend fortitude 
and courage with tenderness and sensi- 
bility of friendship : you must preserve 
an habitual fear of giving unnecessary 
pain ; when you are compelled to grieve 
any man, you should participate his 
sorrow ; and make the blow fall lightly 








which you cannot avert. 


MORAL EXTRACTS. 


Religion is exalted reason, refined 
from the grosser parts of it. It is both 
the foundation and crown of all virtues, 
It is morality raised and improved to 
its height by being carried nearer to 
heaven, the only place where perfection 
resideth. 

Rational Pleasures—It is not intended 
that we should walk through the world 
only by a refulgent light; nor that we 
should be always turning aside from its 
pleasant fields to wander among the 


tombs. 
ea 


Moral Reflection.—A firm trust in the 
assistance of an Almighty Being, natu. 
rally produces patience, hope, cheerful. 
ness, and all other dispositions of mind 
that alleviate those calamities which we 
are not able to remove. 
ed 

During the absence of the Editor, 
the Christian Messenger will be con- 
ducted by a literary friend ; correspon- 
dents will please leave their communi- 
cations at No. 99 South Fifth street. 





MARRIED, 


By the Rev. Mr. Kneeland, Mr. Benya 
MIN Hopps, to Miss Mary M. Hurrs. 
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POETS’ CORNE’. 
FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


A PRAYER. 


O, Thou, whose pow’r the mountains 
form’d 
And made the sea his bed ; 
Whosat his raging waves their bound, 
And all his caverns hid ; 


The mountains thy commands obey, 
The seas thy pow’r confess ; 

Thou dost their caverns deep survey, 
And every dark recess. 








O’er mountains of our sins, O Lord, 
Wilt thou thy hand extend. 

And to thy gracious pardoning word 
Their lofty summits bend. 


And o’er the raging seas of guilt, 
May thy rich grace abound, 

While in the blood which Jesus spilt, 
Each angry wave is drown’d 


In darkest caverns of the heart, 
Wilt thou thy light display ; 
And to the visual pow’r impart, 
Thy own eternal day. 
B. 
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